English 10 Syllabus 2007 – 2008
Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome to 10th Grade English.  This year will be a successful and productive year as we move toward academic excellence and High School Assessment success.  I am sure that you already know that the state of Maryland has mandated that students must pass this year’s H.S.A. in English in order to graduate.  Together, we can ensure that all of the students meet the necessary graduation requirements in English so that students graduate on time.  I encourage you to be an active participant in the learning process.  All of us must work together to ensure 100% success on this year’s High School Assessment.

Sincerely,

Largo High School Tenth Grade English Teachers

Ms. Barber, Rm. 254; Ms. Audena, Rm. 246; Mrs.  Ridgway, Rm. 242; Mrs. Pickney, Rm. 145; Mrs. Williams, Rm. 138; Ms. McNeill, Rm 144
In order to maintain a safe classroom environment that is conducive to intellectual growth, it is my expectation that students maintain the necessary classroom decorum at all times.  Therefore, students will be expected to abide by the following:

Grading Policy   (On a scale of 100%)

Assessments (50%) include (but are not limited to):

· Unit Tests

· Quizzes

· Benchmark Exams

Writing Assignments (30%) include (but are not limited to):

· ECR’s

· BCR’s

· Projects

Classwork Assignments (10%)

Homework Assignments (10%)
Attendance and Tardiness Policy

Planning, time management and good communication will be necessary in order to meet the demands of this course.  Please be advised that students will be held accountable for meeting deadlines – since this is an important skill to master.  Consequently, if a student is absent on the day of a test, project or any other assignment, the student must bring in a yellow slip (excused absence slip) in order to be able to make up the assignment.  Please note: it is the responsibility of the student to request his/her make up work, and to complete it in the approved time.  If a student fails to produce an excused note, or fails to complete the make up assignments within the necessary time frame, he/she will inevitably receive a zero on the assignment.  The attendance policy also applies to excused or unexcused tardies.

Classroom Policies and Procedures

· All policies outlined in the Student Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct are in effect and will be enforced.

· All students are expected to come to class prepared and willing to learn.  This includes bringing necessary materials and assignments due that day.

· All students are expected to stay focused on the instructional goals during the entire period.  This includes refraining from socializing, sleeping, daydreaming, or completing assignments for other classes.

· All students are expected to take care of their personal needs before class or during lunch.  This includes using the restroom, eating, drinking, going to guidance or seeing any other teacher.  

· All students are expected to enter and leave the classroom in an orderly manner.

· All students are expected to exercise decorum when engaging in academic discussions or interactions.

·  All students are expected to refrain from using or displaying any electronic equipment that has not been approved for instructional purposes.  
· Academic folders must be maintained in the classroom at all times.
Materials    (Students must have the following materials in class daily.)
· 3 ring binder (1 ½  in.) (Specifically for English class.)
· 3 subject dividers- labeled warm-ups, classwork, homework
· loose leaf notebook paper
· 1 black and white composition notebook
· 1 collegiate pocket-sized dictionary and thesaurus 
· black or blue ink pens
· post-its
· highlighters
· 2 red pens
· 2 (#2) pencils
****Please note: spiral notebooks are not acceptable means of presenting work.  Please do not bring such notebooks to class.  Any assignments written or handed in on spiral notebook paper will receive a grade of zero.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
Academic Overview

Each tenth grade English teacher will select novels for independent reading.  These novels will be chosen from the Prince George’s County Approved Reading List.  Below is a course outline for the current school year.  The course outline is subject to slight changes to meet the needs of the students and/or to accommodate for interruptions in the academic calendar (ie. snow days, pep rallies, etc.).

	Date
	Selection in LOL Textbook
	Grammar in LN Textbook
	Writing in LN Textbook

	8/20-31
	“Interlopers”
	Ch 1 Parts of Speech
	

	9/4/18
	“Harrison Bergeron” 
	Ch 1 Parts of Speech
	

	
	“A Sound of Thunder”

“The Pedestrian”
	Ch 1 Parts of Speech
	Ch 12 Writing Process

Ch 18 Autobio. Incident

	9/19-10/3
	“By the Waters of Babylon” (Optional)

“Montgomery Boycott”
	Ch 1 Parts of Speech
	Ch 12 Writing Process

Ch 18 Autobio. Incident

	
	“Through the One-Way Mirror”

“The Border: A Glare of Truth”

“The Son from America” (Optional) 
	Ch 2 Sentence Parts
	Ch 12 Writing Process

Ch 18 Autobio. Incident

	10/4-17
	“Marriage is a Private Affair”
	Ch 2 Sentence Parts
	Ch 13 Creating ¶

	
	“No Witchcraft for Sale” (Optional)
	Ch 2 Sentence Parts
	Ch 13 Creating ¶

Ch 19 Focused Description

	
	“Love Must Not Be Forgotten” (Optional)
	Ch 2 Sentence Parts
	Ch 13 Creating ¶

Ch 19 Focused Description

Benchmark Window

10/18 Quarter ends

	10/22-11/2
	“Piano” and “Those Winter Sundays”
	Ch 3 Using Phrases
	Ch 13 Creating ¶

Ch 19 Focused Description

	
	“Sonnet 18” and “Sonnet 30”
	Ch 3 Using Phrases
	Ch 14 Develop. Compositions

Ch 20 Literary Interpretation

	11/5-19
	“Sweet Potato Pie”

“Simile”, “Moon Rondeau” and “Woman” (Optional)
	Ch 3 Using Phrases
	Ch 14 Develop. Compositions

Ch 20 Literary Interpretation

	
	“Love Without Love” and “The Taxi”
	Ch 3 Using Phrases
	Ch 14 Develop. Compositions

Ch 20 Literary Interpretation

	11/20-12/6
	“Tonight I Can Write…”
	Ch 3 Using Phrases
	Ch 14 Develop. Compositions

Ch 20 Literary Interpretation 

	
	“The Artilleryman’s Vision” and “look at this)” (Optional)

“Birches” (Optional)
	Ch 4 Clauses and Sentence Structure
	Ch 15 Elaboration

Ch 21 Cause/Effect Essay OR

Ch 23 Problem/Sol’n Essay

	
	“One Thousand Dollars”


	Ch 4 Clauses and Sentence Structure
	Ch 15 Elaboration

Ch 21 Cause/Effect Essay OR

Ch 23 Problem/Sol’n Essay

Benchmark Window

	12/07-20
	“Initiation”

“Getting a Job”
	Ch 4 Clauses and Sentence Structure
	Ch 15 Elaboration

Ch 21 Cause/Effect Essay OR

Ch 23 Problem/Sol’n Essay



	
	“Exile”
	Ch 5 Writing Complete Sentences
	Ch 15 Elaboration

Ch 21 Cause/Effect Essay OR

Ch 23 Problem/Sol’n Essay

12/22 Quarter Ends

	1/16-22
	“A Celebration of Grandfathers”

“Everyday Use”
	Ch 6 Using Verbs
	Ch 16 Revising Sentences

Ch 22 Persuasive Essay

	1/23-29
	“Women” and “Poem at Thirty Nine” (Optional)

From In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens (Optional)
	Ch 6 Using Verbs
	Ch 16 Revising Sentences

Ch 22 Persuasive Essay

	1/30-2/5
	“The Pit and the Pendulum” (Optional)
	Ch 6 Using Verbs
	Ch 16 Revising Sentences

Ch 22 Persuasive Essay

	2/6-12
	From Night
From Farwell to Manzanar
	Ch 7 Subject-Verb Agreement
	Ch 17 Developing Style

Revision of Writing Assign

	2/13-20
	“Like the Sun”

“For the New Year, 1981” and “Pride” (Optional)
	Ch 7 Subject-Verb Agreement
	Ch 17 Developing Style

Revision of Writing Assign

	2/21-27
	“The Man in the Water” 

“And of Clay We are Created” 
	Ch 8 Using Pronouns
	Ch 17 Developing Style

Revision of Writing Assign

	2/28-3/6
	“The Crowning of Arthur”


	Ch 8 Using Pronouns
	Ch 17 Developing Style

Revision of Writing Assign

	3/7-13
	“Sir Launcelot du Lake”

 
	Ch 8 Using Pronouns
	Ch 25, 26, 27

Research Report, Finding Info, Evaluating Info

	3/14-20
	From The Mists of Avalon

	Ch 9 Using Pronouns
	Ch 25, 26, 27

Research Report, Finding Info, Evaluating Info 
Benchmark Window 3/9-3/10

	3/21-28
	From The Acts of King Arthur and His Nobel Knights
	Ch 9 Using Modifiers
	Ch 25, 26, 27

Research Report, Finding Info, Evaluating Info

3/8 Quarter Ends

	4/2-3
	Julius Caesar Act I
	Ch 9 Using Modifiers
	Ch 25, 26, 27 Evaluating Info

Research Report, Finding Info, 

	4/4-5
	Julius Caesar Act II


	Ch 10 Capitalization
	Ch 25, 26, 27

Research Report, Finding Info, Evaluating Info

	4/16-20
	Julius Caesar Act III


	Ch 10 Capitalization
	Ch 29 Analyzing News in Media

(Optional)

	4/23-27
	Julius Caesar Act IV


	Ch 11 Punctuation
	Ch 29 Analyzing News in Media

(Optional)

	4/30-5/4
	Julius Caesar Act V


	Ch 11 Punctuation
	Ch 31 Expanding Vocabulary

	5/7-11
	Antigone Prologue-Scene 1
	Ch 11 Punctuation
	Ch 31 Expanding Vocabulary

	5/14-18
	Antigone Scene 2-3
	Ch 11 Punctuation
	Ch 31 Expanding Vocabulary

	5/21-25
	Antigone Scene 4-5
	HSA Review
	Ch 32 Preparing for Tests

	5/29-31
	Novel Study/ Mini Research/Unread selections of your choice (Optional)
	HSA Review
	Ch 32 Preparing for Tests

	6/1-4
	Novel Study/ Mini Research/Unread selections of your choice (Optional)
	General Review for Final Exam
	Ch. 28 Oral Communication

Or

Ch. 24 Poetry (Creative Writing)

	6/5-6
	Novel Study/ Mini Research/Unread selections of your choice (Optional)
	General Review for Final Exam
	Ch. 28 Oral Communication

Or

Ch. 24 Poetry (Creative Writing)

	6/7-8
	Final Exams
	Final Exam
	


Acknowledgement Form

Please sign below as an acknowledgement that you have received and read the grading criteria and classroom procedures for this class.

Student’s Name (please print): ___________________________________

Parent’s Name (please print): ____________________________________

                         (please sign): ____________________________________

Parent’s E-mail Address: ________________________________________

Parent’s Phone number(s): _________________________________________

Please detach this page and return it to me.  You may keep the grading scale and procedures for future reference.  Thank you so much.

