9th grade English Course Overview and Syllabus
2007-2008

9th grade teachers

· Mrs. Hill-Young, Rm. 143

· Ms. Dunson, Rm. 248A

· Ms. Thaler, Rm. 139

· Ms. Pinkney, Rm 145

· Ms. Oliver, Rm 141

Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome to Largo High School.  This year will be a rewarding yet challenging experience as we prepare students to move a step closer to academic excellence.  In so doing, we need parents to actively participate in the learning process by thoroughly reviewing the course overview provided.  Within this overview, you will learn the goals we as an English Department intend to achieve, along with how we plan to reach those goals.  Additionally, there are basic policies and procedures that all students must follow in order to attain success.  It is imperative that parents and students understand that our primary goal is to pursue academic achievement which leaves no room for unacceptable behavior or poor work ethics.  Therefore, we encourage you to join us in this endeavor to take all students to the next level of their academia. 

· The English Department

Classroom Policies and Procedures

· All policies outlined in the Student Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct are in effect and will be enforced.

· All students are expected to come to class prepared and willing to learn.  This includes bringing necessary materials and assignments due that day.
· Students are not to leave the room during class time unless they have an emergency.  Restrooms are to be used during lunch or between classes.  If students need to see another teacher, the teacher requesting their presence must give the students passes.

· All students must leave and enter the classroom quietly and quickly.

· No food, drink, nor chewing-gum will be permitted in the classroom.  Pagers and cell phones, as well as walkmen, CD players, MP3’s, etc., must be turned off and be kept out of sight.

· All students are to be in their seats when the tardy bell sounds.  Any student who is not seated and prepared for work will be marked tardy, and the Tardy Policy will then be applied.

· Hats/caps must not be worn to class, in class, nor in any part of the building.

· No loud talking, note passing, unassigned reading, nor doing homework assignments for other classes will be permitted during class time.

· During class discussion, interruption of a speaker will not be allowed.  Everyone is entitled to his or her own opinion.  Any disrespect shown to a person who expresses an opinion legitimately during discussions will not be tolerated.

· Students who wish to ask or answer questions must raise their hands and wait to be recognized.  

· Students are required to remain seated in class until dismissed by the teacher.

· Substitute teachers are to receive the same respect and attention as the regular classroom teacher.  Failure in this regard will result in disciplinary action.

1st offence
- warning

2nd offence
- warning

3rd offense
- phone call and PS74

Grading Policy:

The goal of grading and reporting is to provide the students with feedback that reflects their progress towards the mastery of the indicators and objectives found in the Reading/English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Progress Guides:

	
	Brief Description
	Grade Percentage

	Class Work
	This category might include all work begun and/or completed in class, class discussions, group activities, student journals, warm-ups, and other assigned tasks.
	10 % of quarter grade

	Homework
	This category might include all work completed outside of the class setting.  Assignments might include readings and/or accompanying tasks, written assignments, and practice exercises.
	10% of quarter grade

	Assessments

(Oral and Written)
	This category might include tests, quizzes, and quarterly assessments.  Some assessments must be in the selected response format.
	50 % of quarter grade

	Written Assignments/ Presentations
	This category might include BCRs, ECR’s, essays which evaluate student performance in writing or presentations of ideas.
	30 % of quarter grade.


Independent Novel Project (teacher option)
All students are required to read independently.  Therefore, students may be given a novel project.  On the day the novel project is due, students will take a reading test on the novel.  Finally, they will engage in a book talk on the day the project is due.

