Course Overview

The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to give students multiple opportunities to work with rhetorical situations, examining the author's purpose as well as the audience and subject in texts. Students will write in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences with an emphasis on writing and enhancing multiple drafts, while also developing a sense of personal style and an ability to analyze and articulate how the resources of language operate in any given text.  Aligned with the College Board's AP English Course Description, the course also directs students in how to synthesize materials from primary and secondary sources into their own compositions, and to cite sources using conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the Modern Language Association (MLA).
Grading Policy

Classwork/Homework: 20%

Students will engage in a variety of tasks daily.  Some of these tasks involve individual steps leading to a larger product.  Such assignments may include activities on rhetoric, vocabulary exercises, peer reviews, annotation of texts, and short answer responses.

Essays: 30%
Most essays are first written as in-class essays and graded as rough drafts.  Rough drafts are self-edited and peer-edited before students type subsequent and final drafts.  Final drafts make up the 30% of the quarterly grade.  Graded final drafts of essays are kept in a portfolio and count as part of the 4th quarter grade.

Tests/Projects: 30%
Tests may consist of multiple-choice questions and constructed response items.  Constructed response items may be based on texts read and studied in class as well as new material that students analyze for the first time.  Multiple choice questions will be aligned with those on previous AP English Language exams.

Quizzes: 20%
Quizzes are used primarily to check for reading and basic understanding of a text.  Each unit has at least one quiz on vocabulary from the readings.  Also, each unit has at least one quiz on grammatical and mechanical concepts reviewed in daily tasks as well as from the discussions and/or annotations of syntax from the readings. 

Course Syllabus

QUARTER ONE: Introduction to AP English Language and the Philosophy of Critical Reading

Week One: Introduction to the Course, AP English Course Description, Class Rules and Expectations, Grading Policy, Rhetorical Terms (Definitions), Rhetorical Modes, Rhetorical Devices and the Philosophy of Critical Reading

· McGraw Hill, 5 Steps To A 5 - Chapter 1
The McGraw Hill text will serve as the major text for preparing students for the AP English Language exam that they will take in May. Students will follow Calendar Approach A:

Year-Long Preparation for the AP English Language and Composition Exam. During the first week of school, students will become familiar with the organization of the program and how the text will be used as a preparation tool.

· McCuen, Anthony Winkler, Readings for Writers 10th edition - "Guidelines for Critical Reading" and "Defining Rhetoric" - Preface and Chapter 1 
Readings for Writers serves as the primary text. Students will use this text to guide their discussion of rhetoric while examining the author's purposes as well as the audience and the subject in texts.

· AP English Language and Composition Diagnostic Exam (To be selected from one of the previous year's exam.)
The purpose of administering the diagnostic exam is twofold:

1. Teachers and students will understand what they must accomplish during the year.

2. Teachers and students will have a baseline score to use for comparison when the same exam is taken in April.

· Rhetorical Terms - Throughout the school year, students will engage in analysis of rhetorical devices. During the first week of school, students must review the definition of common rhetorical terms so that they are able to later explain how they convey author's purpose. Students had the opportunity to work with many of these terms while completing the Summer Reading Assignment.

· Journal Writing - Students are expected to maintain a reading journal of their thoughts and questions while reading. In addition students will regularly complete journal activities from the book Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, and Tone by Nancy Dean. Each “voice lesson” contains a brief passage followed by two questions in relation to diction, detail, imagery, syntax, or tone, and a short writing activity for which students are to incorporate the style used in the passage. 
Weeks Two and Three: Discussion and assessment of Summer Reading Assignment.

· Discussion of Vladimir Nabokov's "Good Readers and Good Writers" 
This REQUIRED summer reading selection gives practical advice on becoming critical readers, offering specific guidelines that students can practice during the course of the year. The nonfiction text is assessed through a quiz. 

· Rhetorical Terms Quiz. 
The teacher will assess students' understanding of selected rhetorical terms through a quiz. Students were asked to define an extensive list of rhetorical terms and devices as part of their summer reading assignment. Since many of the terms will be referenced while discussing the summer reading assignments, students will have an opportunity to use their knowledge of the terms when analyzing texts.
Weeks Four and Five: Establishing a Framework for Reading and Writing.

· Readings for Writers 10th edition - Chapter 2 
Students will examine "What is a Writer's Voice." By reading the various selections of this chapter, students will closely examine the problems of maintaining individual style and voice while also keeping their writing readable and coherent.
· 5 Steps to a 5 - Comprehensive Review, pp. 119 -120
Students will begin a study of the analysis in order to answer the following questions:

1. What is analysis?

2. Are there different types of analysis?

3. What is discourse?

4. What is rhetoric?

5. What is a mode of discourse?

6. What are rhetorical strategies?

7. What is the analysis of rhetorical structure?

· Additional Short Essays: "Why I Write" by Joan Didion; "Introduction," Best Essays of 1992 by Susan Sontag; and "The Essayist" by E.B. White.
These three short essays will help to encourage students to fully engage their writing.

· Journal Writing – Students will continue to be given opportunities to extend their analysis of texts through weekly journal writing and “voice lesson” activities. 
· Formal Essay Assignment #1: Argumentative Essay

 All essays will follow three stages before students submit the final copy.

Stage One – All essays begin with a proposal that outlines the author's thesis, identifies the plan to develop that thesis, and explains the types of appeals the author will use. The proposal stage also allows students to ask questions of the teacher about the paper. A proposal is never more than a page long and allows teachers to offset a potential off-track draft for students. It also forces students to engage in the pre-writing stage of the process. 

Stage Two – Students will write at least one rough draft that the teacher and/or their peers will edit.

After editing and revising the rough draft, students will write a second draft to be evaluated with feedback from the teacher. Upon the return of the second draft to the students, they will write a final draft.
Stage Three – Once students have written their final draft, they write a critical reflection on the process of writing that paper. This reflection might include the problems the student encountered in any stage of the process, the strengths in writing, the growth the student perceives, the risks he/she took and the outcomes, and what the student will bring to the next writing assignment as a result of what was learned during this one. Every draft is considered a separate piece of writing.
Week Six - Purpose and Thesis; Planning and Organizing; Rhetorical Strategies

· Readings for Writers - Chapters 3 & 4 
Students will begin to examine the writing process by discussing the role of the thesis statement in reading and writing. Also, students will read Edward T. Thompson's advice in the selection How to Write Clearly.

· 5 Steps to a 5 - Rhetorical strategies are detailed, including example, contrast and comparison, definition, cause and effect, process, analysis/division, and classification. pp.121 -131 .

· Additional Short Essays: "Education by Poetry" by Robert Frost; "Home Burial" by Robert Frost; "On Grief and Reason" by Joseph Brodsky; In No Other Book: Selected Essays by Randall Jarrell. 
Students will be given the opportunity to practice the methods of interpretation completed in the previous lessons of chapter 1 of Readings for Writers and pp.121-131 of 5 Steps to a 5. Students will read Robert Frost in the context of his own philosophy of poetry and then further explore what noted poets and critics say about his work. While students are learning to develop a reading of a text on their own, they are also learning how major critics use and discuss the elements of language. 

· Journal Writing – Students will continue to be given opportunities to extend their analysis of texts through weekly journal writing and “voice lesson” activities. 
Week Seven - Developing Paragraphs; Subject Matter; Selection of Detail; Point of View, and Diction
· Readings for Writers – Chapter 5 
The selections by A.M. Tibbetts and Richard Weaver offer students sound advice on how to write successful paragraphs and the function of a paragraph.

· 5 Steps to a 5 - Review style. A close examination of subject matter, selection of detail, organization, point of view, and diction. pp. 132-135
· "The Nature of Proof in the Interpretation of Poetry" by Laurence Perrine; Selected poems by Emily Dickinson; "Emily Dickinson" Voices and Visions PBS video
This week students will work together in small groups or pairs readings Emily Dickinson's poetry. This becomes a workshop week as students share their thoughts with classmates in the form of questions and additional insights. The Perrine article plays, which accompany this week's suggested activities, play a critical role here as students begin to internalize the criteria for becoming critical readers. At this point, students should begin to realize how forming an interpretation of any text is, indeed, an argument. The journals are used extensively this week in helping students understand that an interpretation of a piece is an argument that must be validated with support from the text.

Week Eight - Novel Study; Reporting: Narration, Description, and Process Analysis; Figurative Language and Imagery; Syntax; Tone and Attitude

· Readings for Writers - Chapter 6 
This week students will look at the different forms of reporting information such as narration, description, and process analysis.

· 5 Steps to a 5 - A close examination of figurative language and imagery; syntax, tone, and attitude, pp. 136-142.

· Novel Study: The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
Students come to class having already read the novel and with a completed journal on the novel. The week is devoted to a close examination of how well students read the novel as reflected in the journal responses. Class discussion will be guided by journal questions. A discussion of critical reading versus reading for entertainment ends a review of the novel. Students return to the Nabokov essay (from Summer Reading Assignment) to ascertain why he argues that readers who identify with a character are minor readers who "like to see themselves in a pleasing disguise." Critical readers understand that this identification can cause them to miss important details in the world the author has created, to misread situations that the character is in, and to misread the qualities of a character. Ultimately, readers who identify with a character want that character to make the same choices they would make, and when that doesn't happen, readers too often reject the book. This novel study helps students to understand Nabokov's principle as well realize the importance of meeting an author halfway.
Week 9 - Argumentation; Introduction to AP free-response questions

· Readings for Writers - Chapter 9
This week students will begin to examine the elements of argumentation. Students will read Richard D. Altick's Obstacles to Clear Thinking and John C. Sherwood's Introduction to Logic
· 5 Steps to a 5 - Comprehensive Review: Argument, pp. 153-163
In 5 Steps to a 5, students will also delve into the basics of argumentation. This text supports those lessons practiced in Readings for Writers because students practice how to read and write an argument.

· AP free-response questions 
The careful study of argument prepares students for their first exposure to the AP free response questions. The types of problems they might have had in August with these questions should be resolved at this stage. Because students work so carefully with the development of an argument by using Readings for Writers and 5 Steps to a 5, they are able to make connections between the writer and the reader, and when the claims and evidence are developed and organized, they are better prepared to answer the questions on this section of the AP English Language and Composition Exam. Students do not write an AP timed-writing until the second quarter.
The following three quarters follow the same skill-building sequence of this first quarter. Our focus is always on developing reading and writing skills. The following is a synopsis:

Quarter Two - During quarter two, students will spend time learning the components of an effective essay. Additionally, students will review the reading and writing skills covered during the first quarter. Students will spend time completing the remaining exercises in the Reading for Writers text to further practice the skills covered during the first quarter.

· Readings for Writers
Review of chapters 1 -10 (Rhetoric; Voice; Purpose & Thesis; Planning and Organizing;

Developing Paragraphs; Reporting: Narration, Description, and Process Analysis;

Explaining: Illustration and Definition; Analyzing: Compare/Contrast.

Division/Classification, and Causal Analysis; Argumentation; and The Meaning of Words)

· 5 Steps to a 5 

 Introduction to the Analysis Essay, pp. 71-104 . Introduction to the Argumentative Essay, pp. 105-116

· Additional Texts:
"In History" by Jamaica Kincaid 
Mississippi by Anthony Walton

Poems by Phyllis Wheatly and Nikki Giovanni.

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

The Night of the Iquana by Tennessee Williams

"The Devil and Tom Walker" by Washington Irving
"The Devil and Irv Chernisky" by T.C. Boyle
“The Pit and the Pendulum" by Edgar Allen Poe

''TheYellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Gillman Perkins .

"My Kinsman, MajorMollineux" by Nathaniel Hawthorne

"Settling the Colonel's Hash by Mary McCarthy
Selected poems by Sylvia Plath 

Sylvia Plath, Voices and Visions, PBS Production

Formal Writing Assignment: Extended Definition

· Practice AP Essay Questions: Literary Analysis and Argumentation – To be selected from previous exams.
· Journal Writing – Students will continue to be given opportunities to extend their analysis of texts through weekly journal writing and “voice lesson” activities. 
Quarter Three - Students will review the reading and writing skills covered during the fist and second quarters. Additionally, students will practice writing the Synthesis Essay and responding to multiple choice AP Language exam questions.
· Readings for Writers 

 Review of chapters 1-10 (Rhetoric; Voice; Purpose & Thesis; Planning and Organizing;

Developing Paragraphs; Reporting: Narration, Description, and Process Analysis;

Explaining: Illustration and Definition; Analyzing: Compare/Contrast, Division/Classification, and Causal Analysis; Argumentation; and The Meaning of Words) 
· 5 Steps to a 5 
The Multiple-Choice Questions, pp. 41-46. Practice Exam 1, pp. 167 - 189

· Additional Texts
Panel Discussion with Barry Lopez and Joyce Carol Oates, C-SPAN, About Books Production 
"Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" by Joyce Carol Oates

“The Pied Piper of Tuscon: He Cruised in a Golden Gar, Looking for the Action" from Life Magazine
Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been? Film adaptation of the Joyce Carol Oates story by Joyce Chopra 

Young Men and Fire by Norman Maclean 

"Fate" by Ralph Waldo Emerson.

The Souls of Black Folks by W.E.B. DuBois

Benito Cereno by Herman Melville
A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift
· Formal Writing Assignment: Causal Argument; Synthesis Essay (MLA citation).

· AP Practice Essay Questions: One timed writing per week - rhetorical analysis and open ended questions
· Journal Writing – Students will continue to be given opportunities to extend their analysis of texts through weekly journal writing and “voice lesson” activities. 
Quarter Four - A great deal of time is spent preparing students for the AP exam at the beginning of the fourth quarter. After students have taken the AP Language and Composition Exam, at the teacher’s discretion students will either write research paper or a study Shakespearean drama.

· Readings for Writers 

Review of chapters 1-10 (Rhetoric; Voice; Purpose & Thesis; Planning and Organizing;

Developing Paragraphs; Reporting: Narration, Description, and Process Analysis;

Explaining: Illustration and Definition; Analyzing: Compare/Contrast, Division/Classification, and Causal Analysis; Argumentation; and The Meaning of Words) 
· 5 Steps to a 5
Practice Exam 2, p. 203 - 220
· Additional Texts
A Tidewater Morning by William Styron

The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner

Nobel Prize Speech by William Faulkner
Utopia by Thomas More
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli 
"Tradition and the Individual Talent" by T.S. Eliot
"The Hollow Men" and “The Wasteland” by T.S. Eliot
Shakespearean Drama

· Formal Writing Assignment: Research Paper, optional

· AP Practice Essay Questions: One timed writing per week until the AP English Language and Composition Exam
· Journal Writing – Students will continue to be given opportunities to extend their analysis of texts through weekly journal writing and “voice lesson” activities. 
