Ms. Marshall
Largo High School

Room 140

Journalism Course Overview

Text: Journalism Today, 6th Edition Ferguson, Patten, and Wilson

Journalism provides students with extensive advanced training in writing, editing, and rewriting material for publication. Students in the class write headlines, cut lines, news stories, editorials, and features; design layout using word processing and page design software; and learn the art of teamwork. During the course of the year students will learn to:

· Determine what is news

· Understand the rights of a reporter and the history, laws, and freedoms of the press

· Conduct interviews

· Research given topics for background information

· Critique, proofread, and revise articles

· Develop public relations skills
· Understand broadcast and magazine journalism

· Differentiate between fact and opinion

· Understand the theory of layout

· Publish The Lion’s Roar newspaper on a quarterly basis

Students will be expected to read the newspaper on a regular basis in order to determine what constitutes quality news, feature, and editorial writing. Discussions on current events and oral presentations will also be a major portion of the course. Field trips will be planned in order to enhance the instruction provided in the classroom. Students will be expected to meet all deadlines and conduct themselves in a dignified manner at all times.

** Handwritten assignments will not be accepted, unless otherwise noted.

The following is a list of course materials to be obtained by the student.

1. One loose leaf binder or 4 subject spiral notebook

2. Loose leaf paper (if needed)

3. One stenographer’s notebook

4. Index cards

5. Highlighters

6. A pocket dictionary and thesaurus
The following grading policy is for all secondary Reading/ English Language Arts classes, grades 6-12:

	Homework
	10%

	Class work
	10%

	Assessments* (oral and written)
	50%

	Compositions/Presentations (BCRs, ECRs, essays, etc.)
	30%


*Some assessments must be in the SR format.
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